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in the first instance think only of Russia and the
border states subject to her. . . . Our mission is the
industrious work of the German plough, to which the
sword only has to give the soil." l This attitude is
justified by a glorification of the Teutonic Knights*
tradition and by an ingenuously elaborate racialism.
In the eyes of Alfred Rosenberg the Nazi return to the
heroism of force, of Kriegslustigheit* may yet save the
world from racial degeneracy. Once Germany is
purified of Jewish contamination, other countries
must be saved. The French Revolution of 1789 he
regards as the lamentable interruption of the rule of a
superior Nordic caste by a rabble of Jews and Mar-
seilkis; French imperial policy in more recent times
has only continued the bastardization of France to
which the German crusading spirit will one day have
to put a stop. "During the French Revolution/'
writes Rosenberg, "a man only had to be fair to be
dragged to the scaffold by the Marats; in Russia he
needed only to represent the tall, slim, upright human
type to be murdered by the slant-eyed leaders of the
Red Guard in the Cheka." 3 The Russian status quo
means to him the deplorable subjection of the Nordic
Ukraine, the land of the Kriegslustig or war-loving
Cossacks, to the Mongolian savages of Moscow who
have long been in league with the Jews. Versailles-
Poland he believes to spell racial nonsense, and he has
long taken her dismemberment for granted, for he has
consistently advocated a German volkische Imperial-
1  Mem Rampf, 1933 edition, pp. 742-743.
2  Literally " a condition of exulting in war."
3  Alfred Rosenberg, Der Zttktmftsweg e'mer deutscben Atissenpolitik, p. 88.
It was, of course, true that the early mediaeval Kingdom of Kiev was set
up by Scandinavian invaders.